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INTRODUCTION

 
Welcome to the December edition of Injury Prevention News for 2006.
 

This newsletter is also posted on our website (www.healthcarealliances.co.uk) along with our other newsletters. These include the monthly Healthcare Alliances newsletter for NHS professionals and Public Health News.

 

Archived copies of our newsletter can be found at www.capic.org.uk 

 

Forthcoming events that might be of interest are outlined below:
 

Understanding Self Harm: Making a Difference to Young People’s Lives

Thursday and Friday 1 & 2 March 2007
St Michael’s College, Cardiff
 

Child Safety Awareness Training

Wednesday 23 May 2007
Pembroke House, Canton, Cardiff
 

For further information about the above courses email mdennis@healthcarealliances.co.uk 
 

If you are reading a copy of this email forwarded to you by a colleague we may not have your contact details.  If you would like to guarantee a regular monthly copy of the mailing send your details to mdennis@healthcarealliances.co.uk 
 

Note: This newsletter is produced by Healthcare Alliances without any financial support from any source.  This enables us to provide an independent and objective service

 

Best wishes
Monica Dennis


 
WALES NEWS

 

School transport draft guidance launched

A consultation on draft guidance to Local Education Authorities (LEAs) on the provision of home to school transport has been launched. The draft guidance explains the duties placed on LEAs to provide transport for school pupils and sets out the Welsh Assembly Government’s expectations of LEAs for the provision and maintenance of a high quality, safe and effective home to school transport system. The consultation document can be downloaded from http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/currentconsultation/educat_skills/home-to-school-transport/?lang=en. The closing date for consultation responses is 9 February 2007
 

School Bands are a hit in road safety music challenge

Thirteen Bands from 10 Gwent Schools performed their own anti Drink Drive compositions at the Road Safety Music Challenge in November. The winners were decided by a panel of four judges, all with excellent knowledge and experience of music and interpretation of a message. The winning band was Safety Queen from Tredegar Comprehensive School, with their song, ‘Take a Ride’. A video of the winning song has been posted on the internet site www.youtube.com For further information email Helen.davidson@capita.co.uk
 

Pupil’s posters promote Christmas campaign against drink driving
All schools and colleges in the Gwent region were invited to enter the Christmas anti drink drive poster competition and over 700 entries were received for this year’s event.  Josh Park of Duffryn High School and Thomas Giles of Glanhowy Primary School were the senior and junior winners respectively. This popular competition has been running for many years in Gwent and recently became an all-Wales contest with the overall winning poster being printed and widely circulated.  This year the poster by the Gwent senior winner, Josh Park, was the chosen poster. For more information email penny.thorpe@capita.co.uk
 

Highway code for mobility scooters

A Highway Code has been written to protect the safety of people who use electric mobility scooters and the safety of other road users and pedestrians.  People who use these scooters must follow Conwy’s Highway Code whether they ride on the pavement, footpath or on the road.  Source: Age Concern North Wales Central newsletter Autumn 2006.
 

Community partnership promotes safety

Members of the Neath Port Talbot StartWell SureStart Team joined forces recently with local fire fighters from Port Talbot fire station to host a community safety event for the people of Baglan. The aim of the event was to promote (fire, water, sun and road) safety and awareness among local people through displays, demonstrations, videos and advice. For more information contact Julie Howells tel: 01639 822603
 
Hazard home highlights safety issues
Care & Repair Cymru have recently launched the Hazard Home Doll’s House. The Hazard Home has been accurately crafted to mirror a typical rural Welsh home. However, it contains a range of over 30 hazards that commonly threaten the health, safety and security of older people in Wales. This includes faulty lights, broken guttering, damp walls, worn carpets, cracked windows, overloaded electric sockets and a front door that won’t close properly.  An interactive CD ROM has also been developed that allows people to roam around the ‘virtual’ HazardHome. The home can be borrowed by any organisation to promote the Keep Safe message of KWTW. For more information, contact Sandie Power on Sandie.power@careandrepair.org.uk 
or 029 2057 6286.
 

CAPIC website 
The Collaboration for Accident Prevention and Injury Control (CAPIC) website contains substantial new material, including analyses of injury databases, a searchable database of reviews of what works in preventing injuries, strategies and targets supporting injury prevention initiatives, access to a variety of newsletters, and a developing portfolio of guides and tools for injury prevention practitioners. The on-line home safety and hazard assessment tool - SafeHome will be available through the site shortly. A searchable database of all injury prevention programmes and projects in Wales is also being developed to make it easier for people to find out what is going on around Wales. Practitioners are therefore requested to use the online form that is available on the site to register their projects. www.capic.org.uk/


 

UK NEWS

 

Fire Safety – the new regulations, risk assessment and the responsible person

The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 came into force in October, 2006. It demands that a specific fire safety risk assessment is undertaken for every workplace, bringing fire safety into line with other health and safety legislation
 
Electrical Safety Council launched
The Electrical Safety Council is a new and independent body that is designed to increase public awareness and provide advice on electrical safety issues
 

Raising awareness of the dangers of electricity
CE electric UK is launching the Fusebox, a bright and fun interactive website to warn youngsters of the dangers of electricity. The website has been developed in conjunction with parents and teachers and cleverly explores dangerous everyday situations through interactive games and quizzes. It is suitable for 6-15 year olds and re-enforces the national curriculum in science, history and citizenship. Visit the site at www.thefusebox.com 
 

Carbon monoxide awareness week –  5 December 2006
The dangers of carbon monoxide were highlighted during December. To mark the week RoSPA has produced some simple tips that can be followed to reduce the risk of being poisoned by the deadly gas
 

National Falls Awareness Day
The date for next year's national falls awareness day will be Tuesday 26 June 2007
 

Attitudes to falls and injury prevention: what are the barriers to implementing falls prevention strategies? 
To read more click here
 

New improved interactive falls prevention website 
The balance training website, designed by the University of Southampton working with RioMed and Help the Aged, has been redesigned. The improvements were made based on feedback received from older people and health professionals working with older people. The website is now easier to use, more interactive, and more informative www.balancetraining.org.uk 
 

Older people’s views of falls prevention interventions in six European Countries
This study identifies factors common to various populations and settings that may promote or inhibit uptake and adherence to falls-related interventions
 

NLH later life specialist library
http://www.library.nhs.uk/laterlife/SearchResults.aspx?catID=6470 
 

Profane website
The ProFaNE online community is an active working group of healthcare practitioners, researchers and public health specialists dedicated to the prevention of falls in Europe and beyond
 

Parents awareness, attitudes, knowledge and behaviour towards injury prevention  
In 2001 The European Child Safety Alliance commissioned Market Opinion Research International (MORI) to undertake a study looking at child safety, specifically investigating parents’ awareness, attitudes, knowledge and behaviour towards the prevention of unintentional injury of children. Findings can be found at 
http://www.eurosafe.eu.com/csi/eurosafe2006.nsf/0/5030339C670A38A3C125718500364505/$file/EcosaParents.pdf
 

Minister outlaws dangerous cigarette lighters
Consumer Minister, Ian McCartney, has moved to ban imports of dangerous novelty lighters. The ban is being brought in to prevent young children from playing with cigarette lighters, which are the ignition source for one in five of the child deaths from house fires in the UK. Fire experts have warned that not only are most disposable lighters not child resistant, but novelty lighters such as those in the shape of teddy bears, animals or cartoon characters are especially dangerous to young children because of their appealing design. The import ban will commence from March 2007 followed by a full ban on sales in March 2008
 

Conference report published
A report has been published from the Strategic Opportunities for Child Accident Prevention conference that was held in Birmingham on 3 July 2006
 
The event on 3 July was also an opportunity to promote the following report on childhood injuries:
http://www.wmpho.org.uk/information/ChildhoodInjuries.pdf
 

New CAPT foundation pack for childcarers
This new pack brings together lots of essential information about the prevention of childhood accidents through a collection of materials that are colourful, clear and easy-to-read. It is aimed at professionals responsible for caring for children, particularly those new in post or students on specialist training courses.  However, it could also be a useful starting point for those responsible for communicating safety messages to parents.

Child safety good practice guide published
The European Child Safety Alliance, a programme of Eurosafe, has developed a new resource to assist policy and programme developers with the identification, selection and implementation of good practices to prevent unintentional injuries in children.  The new guide is a step in supporting countries in Europe to move toward evidence-based good practice. 

 

Home injury fact sheets
To support its home safety campaign, which was launched in November 2006, the European Child Safety Alliance has produced some home injury fact sheets and tips for parents. It has also produced a child safety product guide which provides comprehensive information on twenty-five products that child safety experts in Europe identified as posing injury risks to children. Click here to download the documents 
 

Should babies be left to sleep in infant car safety seats?
Young infants should not be left unattended to sleep in standard car safety seats as they may be at risk of hypoxia. Researchers examined 43 consecutive infants presenting after an acute life threatening event and found that nine had been asleep in such seats at the time of a perceived change in colour and breathing. All infants seemed otherwise healthy. Car seats may cause forward flexion of the neck and lead to impaired airway function and oxygen desaturation.  Source: BMJ 2006;333 (9 December), doi:10.1136/bmj.333.7580.0-b
 

New child seat legislation
Since the new child seat and seat belt laws were introduced in September 2006, RoSPA has been inundated with calls for more information on the effects of these changes. If you are a road safety professional or practitioner, the RoSPA resource, carrying other people's children safely is a must to ensure the new laws are promoted and adhered to as widely and accurately as possible
 

New website dedicated to Tufty and friends
Do you have fond memories of Tufty Fluffytail and his friends Minnie Mole and Willie Weasel? Perhaps you were one of the 60,000 school children who were members of one of the nation's 24,500 registered Tufty Clubs? If so, visit  http://www.rospa.com/tufty/ where you can relive the glory days, treat yourself to a Tufty glove puppet, find out what Tufty and friends are up to now and even leave him a message!
 

Minimotos face the crush
Reckless drivers of minimotos who disrupt and damage communities could receive points on their licence (even if they haven’t yet got one), face a driving ban, a fine or even have their vehicles crushed under new guidance published by the Respect Task Force. There have been at least seven fatalities involving mini motorbikes since September 2004. Parents who are considering buying a powered ‘toy’ for their children, and in particular: mini motorbikes, go-peds, monkey bikes, quad bikes and similar off road vehicles can access guidance here
 

Safe street scheme due for a trial run 
A scheme that will create low-cost safe places for children to play in their local streets is being launched by Sustrans.  DIY Streets follows on from the sustainable transport charity's Home Zone scheme that opened up streets across the UK for social use by redesigning them to allow people and vehicles to share space safely. The new scheme will be piloted in 10 communities and rolled out nationally if it is successful. It is expected that other areas will be able to implement the scheme with a toolkit that will be developed during the pilot process
 

Safe routes to school
Sustrans, the sustainable transport charity, works on practical projects to encourage people to walk, cycle and use public transport for health, safety and environmental reasons. Our aim is to create a Safe Route to School for every child in the UK http://www.saferoutestoschools.org.uk/ 
 

Scotland facts and figures to support school travel Initiatives: information for parents and schools

This document is aimed at people either planning to or already managing school travel plans. It gives a snapshot picture of travel behaviour and associated issues in Scotland
 

Government announces £15 million for walking to school 
The Walk to School campaign has welcomed the announcement that £15 million will be available, over three years, for schools to promote walking to school. Primary schools can apply for grants of £1,000 to promote walking buses, or £500 to fund other initiatives to promote walking to school. The funding is available for up to three years, but is dependent on the school demonstrating that the initiative is having a positive impact each year
 

School trips guidance
School trips are becoming tamer because of increased costs and fears that teachers will be sued if something goes wrong, according to Government-funded research.  The news comes as the Education Secretary unveiled a £2.7 million package to promote learning outside the classroom. Measures include a consultation on guidance for teachers about their responsibilities and tackling concerns about litigation in the event of accidents
 

Child safety in agriculture – farms are not playgrounds http://www.hse.gov.uk/campaigns/farmsafe/index.htm 
 

Brake launches employee DVD 
In a bid to help companies educate employees, Brake is launching a DVD for company drivers, Busy Enough to Kill?, which includes interviews with families bereaved by road crashes involving at-work drivers.  The DVD is being used through the FedEx & Brake Road Safety Academy, which offers free training and resources to company representatives. So far, more than 180 companies have taken part in the programme, and other companies are being encouraged to get involved.   To order free sample information sheets on road risk management, and receive information on free training provided by the FedEx & Brake Road Safety Academy, contact Brake on 01484 559909, or fleetsafetyforum@brake.org.uk 
 

Older drivers drive safely into old age
Recently published research entitled Responding to an ageing population: road safety, mobility and insurance shows that Britain’s growing number of older drivers can continue to drive safely well into old age. The number of older drivers is set to grow massively with the research showing that by 2050 40% of license holders will be aged 60 or over, with a quarter over age 70 
 

Men take more risks than women on rural roads
A poll of 1,500 drivers by YouGov for the THINK! Road safety campaign revealed that men are less inclined than women to consider road conditions when driving on rural roads and almost a quarter believe it is acceptable to speed when they think it safe to do so. However, while male drivers may think that less traffic and fewer pedestrians on rural roads mean they're safer, the reality is that, per mile, you are three times more likely to die in an accident on a rural road than an urban one. To raise awareness of the issue a new THINK! rural speed advertising campaign to remind motorists to drive carefully on rural roads is being launched. To read more click here
 

THINK! Publishes mobiles guidelines
The THINK! team has published a briefing note regarding new legislation relating to the use of hand-held mobiles, which comes into force on 27 February 2007.  The change is being made under the Road Safety Act 2006, which received Royal Assent on 8 November 2006.  The current £30 roadside fixed penalty notice for driving while using a hand-held phone will increase to £60, and three penalty points will be added to the driver's license. While hands-free equipment is not prohibited, DfT advice will remain that drivers should not use a mobile in the car at any time because using any mobile phone when driving has been scientifically proven to be distracting. 
 

New £4m road safety scheme launched 
A new £4million road safety scheme has been launched. The Road Safety Partnership Grant Scheme will provide funding to approximately 20 local highway authorities in England who are taking an innovative approach to improving road safety. It aims to encourage partnerships between traditional road safety professionals and other service providers including the education sector, the health sector, the fire service, the youth service and the voluntary sector. Applicants who wish to bid for funding are invited to apply before January 2007, with successful applicants notified by the end of March
 

Young workers website
RoSPA's young workers website aims to provide an online resource to anyone with the responsibility for young people in the workplace and to young people themselves
 

Bring a smile to workplace safety training
Health and safety is not a laughing matter but this DVD uses humour to get serious messages across. A series of short animated films feature the character NAPO coming to terms in his own unique way with health and safety in the workplace.  The films should appeal to all workers, especially those who are young or inexperienced, and will help them to understand hazards and how to avoid them. The sketches cross language barriers because there are no speaking parts, only occasional sound effects.
 

New course and qualification for young people undertaking work experience

A new qualification designed to improve young people’s understanding of safe working when taking part in work experience has been established by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in partnership with the Institution of Occupational Safety and Health (IOSH), British Safety Council Awards (BSC Awards) and ENTO. The course and qualification aims to provide Year 10 students with a basic understanding of health and safety in the workplace, so that they understand hazards, and what to expect of their employer. 
 

RoSPA launches 2007 Health and safety awards programme
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents has launched its 2007 Occupational Health and Safety Awards and is aiming for another record number of entries. RoSPA is inviting entries for the 2007 programme from workplaces large and small across the UK and beyond. Entries are welcome from the full spectrum of employment, including every type of workplace. Presentations to winners will be made at ceremonies alongside the Safety and Health Expo exhibition and RoSPA’s Occupational Health and Safety Congress at the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, on May 22 –24, 2007. Closing date for entries is February 19, 2007. For a brochure and entry details please call 0121 248 2090 or go to www.rospa.com/awards  


 

OVERSEAS NEWS

 

Helmet manual launched
In August 2006 WHO released the first in a series of good practice manuals developed under the auspices of the UN Road Safety Collaboration. The manual, Helmets: a road safety manual for decision makers and practitioners, follows on from the World report on road traffic injury prevention, which showed the evidence that setting and enforcing mandatory helmet use is an effective intervention for reducing injuries and fatalities among motorcycle users. further information, contact toroyant@who.int 

 

Morbidity and mortality among children in Asia
UNICEF / TASC (The Alliance for Safe Children) surveys uncover the magnitude of injury as a large contributor to morbidity and mortality among children in Asia. The surveys point out that more action needs to be taken to reduce this burden in the future. From TASC's perspective, Asia could be the regional leader in child injury prevention if policy and decision makers are given the tools needed to initiate comprehensive prevention programmes. For more information, visit 
 
Motor vehicle hazard website Launched

The Motor Vehicle Hazard Archives Project of the Public Health Advocacy Institute at Northeastern University School of Law, presents http://www.AutoHazardInfo.org. Available on the Website are updated crash-injury news summaries and links, consumer information, and extensive online document collections tracing the law’s growing influence on injury control. Click on “MVHAP Alerts” to subscribe to updates


 

NATIONAL WEEKS

 

First UN Global Road Safety Week, 23-29 April 2007
For further information, contact Laura Sminkey at sminkeyl@who.int
or visit http://www.who.int/roadsafety/week/en/index.html
 

Walk to School Week, 21 – 25 May 2007 http://www.walktoschool.org.uk/ 
 

Child Safety Week, 18-24 June 2007 www.capt.org.uk 
 

National Falls Awareness Day, Tuesday 26 June 2007
http://www.helptheaged.org.uk/en-gb/AdviceSupport/HomeSafety/FallPrevention/NFAD/ 


 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
 
72nd RoSPA Road Safety Congress
Encouraging education in road safety
 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 26th - 28th February 2007
 Holiday Inn, Stratford upon Avon
For further information visit http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/conferences/index.htm 
